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Judith Larg Faimaont pleys
her Steinway and Sors grand
piana In the lving room of
her Rancho B Dorado home.
Judith has compesed mare
than |00 works spanning,
symiphoy, opera, chambsar
muslc, valoe and keyboard.

THEWORL
IS MUSIC

AN TNTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED
COMPOSER LIVES IN MARICOPA

BY JOE GIUMETTE
PHOTSSE BY AAROM THACKER
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HE VANMITY PLATE ON
Judith Lang Zaimont's
white Honda  reads:
LUVMUZC. For an inter-
nationally acclaimed com-
poser, educator, emthor
and mus=icologist, thats probably an
understaternent. Zaimont Hees mos=ic.

Themer end idess come to her while
she and her lmsband, Gary, are seated
in a darkened theeter. They emter her
mind while she's asleep or while she
tinkers in her garden. She keeps yellowr-
lined pads at her bedside, in her ear and
in her kitchen to seratch down hurried
notes for later imterpretation.

“It's called spomtanecus oomposi-
tion,” Zeimomnt said, “and ["we done this
gince I was a child.”

This yeer, she har received com-
missions for four major pisces; works
for choire, symphony orchestra, string
quartets, piano and wind enssmbles.
Zaimont's roots lay in ragtime, that syn-
copated, rhythmic masic ez Americen as
beseball end apple pie, but her creative
talemts flow in other musical genres as
well. Her works — mumbering more than
100 — span symphony, opera, chamber
music, voice end keyboard. Her music,
apcording to a New York Times review, is
“exquisitely crafted, vividly charecterized
and wholly appealing.”

The list of awards and honors be-
stowed upon her and her works wsould
fill several pages.

The Zaimonts, after fulfilling careers
in music education in places like
Baltimore, Mew Yook, Minneapolis and
Paris, finally setfled on Maricopa ae their
new home in 2005,

“It's the climate” Judith Faimont
explained. “Sunl Low humidity *

Exploring the Southwest for a fiuhmre
home while still working full time, the
Zaimonts flew to Phoenix for the first
time in 1962 on a typically hot Jaly
day. They had congidered relocating in
Houston, Austin or Denver, “any suitable
placein or close to auniversity,” Zaimont
said. The loeal climate appealed &t onee
to Zaimont. “Tt took Gary a bit longer,”
she said, “but he's adapted micely™

Married in 1967, Judith and Gary
are the parente of Micheel Zaimont,

26, a Los Angeles resident who creates
video games.

‘When she wes 5, fudith begped her
mother for piano lesons. At the age of
8, Judith was performing in public. At
11, she performed solo on “The Law~
rence Wellk Show™ and later received a
scholarship to fuillierd Prep School. As
teenagers, Judith end her younger sis
ter, Doris, now a conductor, toured the
.5, performed on radio, in concert and
with orchestre. The sisters becama farmil-
iar guests for two vears on CBS' “Sing
Along with Mitch.” hosted by Colombia
Records producer Miteh Miller.

Judith firet began composing spon-
tanecsusly when she was 12, beginmng
a long pattern of winning composition
competitions. Evemually turning to
teaching, Judith served on the faculties
of Baltimore's Peabody Conservatory
of Music and Jueens College in New
York. 5he chaired the music department
at Adelphia University in Mew York, fi-
nally serving as a professor of compo-
pition at the University of Minnesota's
gchool of music. After retiring from
full-time teaching in 2005, she has re-
mained active a8 a clinicien, frequent
adjudicator and masterclass presember
throughcut the U5, and abroad.

She ir also the author of an acclaimed
geries of three books titled “The Musi-
cal Woman: An Imternaticnal Perspec-
tive.,” Hewing achieved success in a field
once dominated by males, Zaimont has
often written and spoken as a cham-
pion of women's rights. She notes that
“not one major American crchestra has
ewver had a woman as music director™

In & speach delivered in Paris at the
Imtemational Music Council, Zaimomnt
alleged that “for women musical leaders,
the winds of chenge are blowing, but
gl oy

What has changed.” she sontimed,
“ig the scope of what American women
now envision as the limitlessness of
their general potemtial, and the variety of
pareer options open to them.”

Although thinking, writing and tall-
ing abowt music consumes much of her
time, Faimomt still enjoys diversions
like watching films, gardeming and
solving crossword puzzles.
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What about listening to an orches-
tra or & chorus perform ons of her
worls? Do comporers fret about met-
ters of interpretation ¥

“I feel there must be a fairly broad
terrain of interpretation in that case,”
she paid. “After all, ['m not asking for
machines to play my musie.”

Har reaction to other forms of musi-
cal expression, such as Tap?

“Rap hag its own rhythm and Lt
with an historical footing in the Greek
chorus,” she said.

“It's mms=ic. The whole world is
musicl™ &

_,E Wisit www.B5239TheMagazine.com
to hear a sample of Zalment's musle.

Judith Lamg Falmomnt writes music at her
workstation in her office. judith =ys she Is
Inspired at mary times and In many places
throughowt the day, and in her slesp.
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